
Camogie Section Report 2019 

Secretary’s Report 

See below reports from the various age groups and adult teams fielded this season. Issues 

throughout some of the older age groups include both retention of players and the 

transition of girls from juvenile to adult playing ranks. Throughout the year we have 

focussed on trying to ensure that all our coaches reach minimum qualification levels while 

also being Garda vetted to ensure compliance with our legal obligations.  

The usual problem of conflicting fixtures between both the Camogie Board and Ladies 

Football Board was even more prominent this year with a conflicting fixture at senior 

championship level which attracted national media attention. There are motions submitted 

for County Board Convention this year which hopefully should address the issue and ensure 

a ‘player centred approach’ is adopted. This is a problem particularly at juvenile level which 

is something the club unfortunately has to deal with each year. Happily, there is the usual 

good co-operation among the two codes in the club but it is definitely a problem to be 

addressed at County Board level to avoid girls often being asked to play 4 games in one 

weekend or instead to choose between two codes. 

This year the club again successfully hosted the Dublin Intercounty U14 blitz which was both 

a major fundraiser and also successfully showcased the facilities of the club. In this regard 

full praise and appreciation must be extended to Groundforce without whose help none of 

which would have been possible.  Next year Dublin host the National Féile Hurling and 

Camogie Festival and the relevant camogie squad have volunteered to host a visiting team. 

This should be a memorable weekend for players, parents, mentors and the club. 

 

Colum Delaney 

Secretary, Camogie Section 

 

NM Nursery- Camogie section 

This year we saw a rise of about 10-20% in numbers in the girls section of the Nursery. We had 

approx. 80 girls between the ages of 4-7 participate in the Nursery every Saturday morning. We 

provide the basics of Camogie to the girls and we carry out drills based on their capabilities and age. 

They then progress to the next age level which is defined by colour. This keeps the kids involved in 

the Nursery and feeds our underage teams as we strive to field at least 1 team at each age group. 

We also had an increase in coaches. We have 25 coaches this year including 12 Transition Year 

students. This adds to the fun factor that’s involved with the Nursery. As the kids get to know the 

TYs they feel more confident in showcasing the skills they’ve learned in Nursery.  

Aisling Kiernan 

 

 



Under 8 

This year we have had 27 girls down to play camogie with an average training attendance of 

between 21 – 25, which is mirrored on game days. 

Moving training to ‘Camogie only’ on a Tuesday has not really affected our numbers (we lost one girl 

but hoping she might come back next year). Our group is in a fortunate position that we generally 

have 2 mentors per drill. The TY girls have been brilliant in helping out and with their success, they 

show what the girls could aspire to if they stick with camogie. 

Throughout the year there has been great progress not only with ball striking on the ground but the 

majority of the girls are now able to lift and strike the ball out of their hands. 

Generally, no real issues with the group, they all get along and want to learn. During our matches 

they have demonstrated their improving skills and teamwork which as mentors is great to see. 

Looking forward to next year already . . . . 

Conleth McMackin, Paul Sweeney, Marty Barrott, Carol Haron, Emma Kieran, Shane Walshe and 

Aidan Fitzgerald. 

Under 9 

U9s have had a great year so far, they have grown in confidence as a team.  They have really 

mastered their lifting and hand passing and are so driven, determined and enthusiastic.  We are very 

proud to say that we have attracted 5 new players and hope to retain them for 2020. Numbers are 

approx. 28 at the moment. 

Thank you to Vanessa, Cathy, Beth and Cabena for all their hard work and support. 

We have a great group of girls and the future looks bright!! 

Sinead Flynn 

Under 10 

The U10 camogie season began in late January with our first participation in the Gormanston indoor 

tournament. We fielded 2 teams each week over six weeks, with a great emphasis on ground 

hurling. This tournament was very beneficial for our players, with some developing into key players 

over the weeks. This led directly into our league matches. We fielded three teams each week, 

playing in ten official blitzes and finishing the season with a friendly. Despite the Saturday fixture slot 

clashing with some other activities, excluding some players from matches, all girls trained 

throughout. We had favourable results in most of our matches and the coaching team were proud to 

receive compliments about our squad’s skills levels and sporting attitude from both opposition 

mentors and referees alike. Over the 2019 season the panel lost two players and gained two players, 

keeping the numbers steady at 38. Numbers at training are consistently at 34-36, with four mentors 

keeping a balance between the varying skill levels.  

In May, the team participated in our annual sponsored litter pick in conjunction with the PCA. Both 

players and parents are very supportive of this initiative. A highlight of the season was our 

participation in the half time mini games in June at the Dublin vs Meath championship match in 

Parnell’s grounds. 24 girls got to play, and enjoyed supporting club county players Laura Twomey, 

Miriam Twomey and Laura Walsh. Laura Twomey gained a number of U10 fans by stopping for 

photos and autographs with us.  



The club’s Lioness Leagues in July were a great success for our panel, with the girls enjoying the 

challenge of playing with and against older players. Approximately 24 of our panel took part and 

look forward to participating again next year. Many of them got on board with the 20x20 initiative 

through this. Our season ended with comprehensive wins in our final blitz in November. Training 

numbers are high and holding steady and we are optimistic for the future of this committed panel. 

Mentors: Louise Conlon, Terence O’Connor, Rita Butterly and Nikki White. 

Under 11 

The 2008 Girls continue to develop well and have had a successful season in terms of results, 
development and team spirit. We have recorded some enjoyable wins on the road, the highlight 
being a visit to Ballyboden and two comprehensive wins out there in May.  
 
In 2019 we fielded two rather than three teams, as our numbers had dropped. We have had two 
new starters and a couple of children stopping camogie to play only football. A further 2 children 
have also started playing soccer and are missing Camogie but not Football matches and so only play 
Camogie when there is no soccer match. 
 
In terms of interaction to date there have been no incidents in Camogie. However, we have had the 
first sign of an issue within the squad; it was a matter of refusing to play with a child because she 
was not “in our school”. While it happened at a Football training session, it has been handled and we 
are keeping a very active eye on it and interactions of the girls involved.  
 
The return to Sunday matches meant less of an issue in terms of clashes, notwithstanding the soccer 
players mentioned above. There were no issues with drama/dancing/piano this season – we look 
forward to those clashes recurring in 2020! 
 
We started off the year playing the Gormanston indoor tournament, which we finished with a 100% 
record for the second year. It is a shame that the tournament is not being run for girls this January 
and would urge support for the motion for funding to support the replacement tournament next 
November when Denis Forde brings it to the Camogie County Board meeting. 
 
The girls continue to be very successful against the vast majority of teams they encounter, coming 
through the season winning a very high percentage of their games. We have recently trialled a ‘silent 
side-line’ against Fingallians. Our aim was to see if the girls could figure out issues in real time during 
a match without prompting from the coaches. It worked very well with one team, with certain kids 
really picking up the leadership mantle; it worked less well with the other team. However, in 
reviewing the game, the positive was that the kids knew what was going wrong - the issue was more 
around communication and leaving their given positions unprompted.  
 
Numbers for games are typically 20-21, so we are aiming to continue with two teams of 11 for 2020 
but would have to drop to one team after that without significant support from the 2009 girls. We 
may raise this issue at the next monthly meeting.  
 
We have a nominal 26 registered players and have had 25 attend training on one occasion this year. 
However, we have never had that high an attendance for matches. 
This season we have suffered from serious injuries to girls on the panel for the first time. This year 
we have had two broken arms and a broken collar bone (playing football or schools matches) leading 
to extended absences of 2 months or more. There was a marked increase in the level of physicality 
from a lot of teams. We met two teams in particular who identified and then tried (successfully) to 
hurt our more skilful players.   



 
In terms of the parents, we are very fortunate that the parents of the 2008 girls are by and large very 
supporting and engaging.  We remain very positive about the girls’ future prospects and they 
continue to demonstrate excellent potential.  
 
We look forward to any support and advice we can get in order to maintain numbers through the 
awkward years in the girls’ transition to secondary school. 
 
Mentors: Turlach McAllister, Brendan Eddery, Marcus Reynolds, Stephen Nolan. 
 

Under 12 
U12 Camogie had a very good year, starting with winning the Gormanston U12 indoor Comp in Feb. 

We ploughed through fixtures during the Summer culminating with playing a number of 15 aside 

games in preparation of moving to U13 next year and all that brings with it. We also supported our 

U13's with a number of our girls playing up throughout the year which will be a great benefit to 

them next year. Some of the U11's played up with us this year and we would expect to give them the 

opportunity to play up in 15 aside games next year to help their development. 

Mentors: John Leahy and Deaglan mag Fhloinn 

 

Under 13 

The U13’s started the year well, with a core team of 16 players, supplemented as needed with the 
support of U12’s girls and eligible U14’s girls. The team started well in the Division 3 league and 
competed strongly in the first few games.   

However, as the season continued, the team was challenged by the fact that fixtures for camogie, 
soccer and football resulted in girls having to play 3 games within 24hrs on match weekends. The 
coaches across all codes have worked hard to co-ordinate fixtures to minimise the impact on the 
girls and re-schedule fixtures to avoid walk-overs.  However, without a doubt the concentration of 
the 3 fixtures on the same weekend had an impact on performance and results in the later stages of 
the league and championship. 

Aside from the league and championship, over the Summer we also hosted a team from Galway 
which was a wonderful event, enjoyed by all, which we are hoping to make an annual event for 
future years. 

In the latter half of the year, we lost a number of players, in large part coinciding with the transition 
to secondary school.  As we come to the end of the year, the core team numbers had dwindled to 9-
10. However, we continue to get great support from the U12 and U14 teams to allow us to keep the 
team competing. 

In spite of all the challenges of the year, the girls have never lost heart and put in some very spirited 
performances. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank the U12 & U14 coaches and girls for their huge help and 
support throughout the year and we look forward to that continued support in 2020. Plans are 
already afoot for participation in the National Féile, which we are all looking forward to. 

Mentors: Sean Whelan, Ronan Sheehy and David Tuite. 



Under 14  

This year we have seen these girls grow very comfortable in their games and their skill levels have 
increased significantly.  Their commitment to training is admirable.  
 

The girls started back in early January with some friendly matches arranged to keep their hand 
in.  League action resumed in March, and our panel of 25 girls played through to the Summer break 
in June. The season resumed in September with matches every fortnight, and training continuing to 
be very well attended.   
 
The girls took part in the Féile this year which was a fantastic experience for all. The girls’ 
commitment to their training was rewarded with them reaching the Féile final in what was a thrilling 

match; the girls were unfortunately pipped to the post by a point by Raheny. In preparation for the 
Dublin Féile skills competition, a competition was held in the club where all the girls had a chance to 
take part in the various Féile skill tests. Following this competition, three girls went on to represent 
the club at the Dublin Féile skills competition and did very well on the day.  
  
We were very fortunate to have Colum Delaney run several of our training sessions this year, the 
girls really enjoyed the sessions and learned many new skills and drills. His expertise was invaluable 
for the mentors also! We were also delighted to welcome Gar O'Driscoll to one of our training 
sessions which the girls thoroughly enjoyed.  
 
One of our u14 players, Ella Heary continues to play for the Dublin development squad.  We are very 
proud of Ella and her achievement in being selected, she has gained invaluable experience whilst 
training with the squad. 
 

Following the end of our season, the girls will enjoy a team bonding day at Jump Zone! 
 
Our thanks to the parents and the girls for their ongoing enthusiasm and support of this 
team.  Thanks to parents who have been there to cheer, cajole, and wash jerseys! 
 
Mentors: Andrew Crean-Lynch, Tina McCullagh and Niamh McCarthy  
 

 

Under 16 

The U16 team played at Division 2 level. Numbers were bolstered by 4 girls from Finians who 

guested with the team since Finian's had no team at this age group. The team ended up third in the 

league. The early performances in the league were sluggish but with a lot of hard work from the girls 

at training, the team performance improved and momentum started building.  

Over the Summer, the girls did fitness training with the Senior team which went down very well and 

as we started championship there was a marked improvement in fitness levels. The team won 

Division 2 championship, beating Whitehall in front of a packed side-line at home. Numbers 

attended training were very good throughout the year and we managed to retain players but as we 

move from juvenile to adult camogie, there would be concerns that a couple may give-up. 



A fantastic bunch of players who have done the Club proud year after year and in particular this 

year. As well as taking to the field, these girls help out with nursery and other juvenile teams on 

Tuesday evenings. 

Mentors: Siobhan Crean Lynch, Darren McGarry 

Minors  

Continuing from the great success of the U16s in the Championship, we entered a minor team at Div 

3.  We made it to the shield final where we played Erins Isle but sadly lost out. This team was mainly 

the U16 winning team and 4 minors.  

Although it was a short-lived competition (4weeks) these girls have a few more years at minor and 

are most definitely going to come out on the better side next year.  

Representatives on the Dublin Minor Leinster panel were Grainne Skelton and Sophie Brennan. 

Mentors: Greg Skelton, Siobhan Crean Lynch and Aisling Kiernan. 

Juniors 

This year we fielded a second adult team at Junior Div 2 in the Championship. This team was a 

mixture of U16s/Minors/ Seniors.  

We played competitively in this division given the numbers we had but unfortunately didn’t place in 

the business end of the championship. It was an achievement to be able to field a second team. The 

U16s especially were outstanding on the pitch against opposition who are more than double their 

age.  

The enthusiasm of the girls keeps us confident for the future of adult camogie in the club with sights 

set on more than 2 adult teams in the future. 

Mentors: Siobhan Crean Lynch, Aisling Kiernan 

Senior  

The senior team competes in Division 2 and while they were competitive in all their league 

games they unfortunately only managed to win their last game. However, in most of these 

games there was often the bare minimum between the sides at the finish such is the 

competitive standard at this level. The panel is small, often with players from last year’s u16 

team making the numbers. However, this experience should stand to them both next year 

and going forward.  

The team made it to the championship semi final where unfortunately they were beaten by 

a more rounded Oliver Plunketts Eoghan Ruadh (OPER) team.  

Unfortunately, the team has incurred injuries in the last year or so which also would have 

affected performances (last year Laura Twomey ACL, this year Miriam Twomey ACL and 

Aisling Kiernan ACL). For championship we welcomed back Aoife Kavanagh. 

Representatives on Dublin teams last year were Lauren Twomey, Miriam Twomey and 

Aoibhe Dillon (Senior) and Grainne Power and Laura Walsh (Intermediate). 

Mentors: Greg Skelton and Simon Woods 


